
Harcourt Guide for Benchmarks Correlation 
Grade 4 

Language Arts/Reading 
 
 
 
 

WORD ANALYSIS AND DECODING 
NV Standards Power Standards First Trimester   Second Trimester Third Trimester 

  6 weeks 12 weeks 18 weeks 24 weeks 30 weeks 36 weeks 

1.4.2 
Use phonics, structural elements and syntax to 
determine the meaning of words in context    
[1.1] 

• Donavan’s Word 
• Amelia/Eleanor 

• Sarah Plain/Tall 
   
 

• Two Lands 
• King Adobe 
    

• Fire! • Paul Bunyan 
→ 

 
1.4.3 

 

Use knowledge of common Greek-and Latin-
derived roots and affixes to determine the 
meaning of words in context  [1.2] 
 

• Donavan’s Word 
• Lou Gehrig 
• Baker’s Neighbor 
• Amelia/ Eleanor  

• Orangutan 
• Emperor/Kite 
• Nights/Pufflings 
 

• Kids’ Invention 
• Two Lands   
• Pablo’s Nose 

• Saguaro Cactus 
• Blue Willow 
• One Grain  
• Fire! 

• Gold Rush 
• Fly Traps! 

→ 

 
1.4.4 

 

Use dictionary and glossary to determine 
meaning and other features of words  [1.3] 
 

• Maria Isabel 
• Baker’s Neighbor 
• Amelia/Eleanor 

• Stealing Home  
→ 
 

• Fire! 
• One Grain     
• Important Day 

• Paul Bunyan  
→ 
 

 
1.4.5 

 

Use knowledge of vocabulary and context 
clues to determine meaning of unknown words  
[1.4] 
 

• The Gardener 
• Donavan’s Word    
• Maria Isabel 
• Baker’s Neighbor 
     

• Garden  
• Sarah Plain/Tall  
    

• Cricket in Time     
• Two Lands     
• Look North 
• Kids’ Invention 
• Pablo’s Nose 
• King Adobe 

• Red Writing    
• Important Day 
• Blue Willow 

• In My Family 
• I Have Heard 
• Fly Traps! 
• Down & Up Fall 

→ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
               A shaded box indicates the 12- week period when students should be proficient in and accountable for the designated concept/skill. 
       →    An arrow indicates mastery of the skill/concept which will be maintained through teacher review and guided and independent practice. 
   CPD Literacy Services 8/06 – Working Copy 
    * Please note that many of the standards are multi-layered and include several different skills.  The stories listed may only address a portion of that standard. 
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Harcourt Guide for Benchmarks Correlation 
Grade 4 

Language Arts/Reading 
 
 
 
 

READING SKILLS AND STRATEGIES 
NV Standards Power Standards  First Trimester   Second Trimester Third Trimester 

  6 weeks 12 weeks 18 weeks 24 weeks 30 weeks 36 weeks 

2.4.3 

Apply strategies of summarizing and drawing 
conclusions  [2.9] 

• Lou Gehrig 
• Baker’s Neighbor 
  

• Nights/Pufflings 
• Garden  
• Orangutan 
• Sarah Plain/Tall  

• Cricket in Time 
• Look North 
• Kids’ Invention 
   

• Blue Willow 
• Fire! 
 

• The Gold Rush 
• Paul Bunyan 
 

 
→ 

 

2.4.4 

Use note-taking, outlining, and summarizing 
to understand information from text  [2.12] 

 
 

• Orangutan 
• Emperor/Kite 
• Nights/Pufflings 
 

• King Adobe 
• Two Lands  
• Look North 

• In My Family 
• Red Writing 
• One Grain  
• Saguaro Cactus 

• Down & Up Fall 
• Fly Traps!  

→ 
 

 
2.4.A1 

 

Read narrative and expository text aloud with 
fluency  [2.11]  
 
 
 

• The Gardener 
• Donavan’s Word 
• Baker’s Neighbor 

• Emperor/Kite 
• Nights/ Pufflings 
• Garden  
• Sarah Plain/Tall  
     

• Cricket in Time 
• Look North 
• Kids’ Invention 
• Pablo’s Nose 
• King Adobe 

• Fire! • I Have Heard 

→ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
               A shaded box indicates the 12- week period when students should be proficient in and accountable for the designated concept/skill. 
       →    An arrow indicates mastery of the skill/concept which will be maintained through teacher review and guided and independent practice. 
   CPD Literacy Services 8/06 – Working Copy 
    * Please note that many of the standards are multi-layered and include several different skills.  The stories listed may only address a portion of that standard. 
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READ TO COMPREHEND, INTERPRET AND EVALUATE LITERATURE 
NV Standards Power Standards           First Trimester   Second Trimester Third Trimester 

  6 weeks 12 weeks 18 weeks 24 weeks 30 weeks 36 weeks 

3.4.1 
Know plot, character, setting conflict, and 
resolution (stated information) [3.1] 

• The Gardener 
• Maria Isabel 
• Baker’s Neighbor 

• Emperor/Kite 
 

• King Adobe • Red Writing 
      
 

• In My Family 
→ 

 
3.4.2 

 

Make inferences about character  traits; make 
predictions about conflicts and resolutions   
[3.2] 

• The Gardener 
• Maria Isabel 
• Donavan’s Word  

• Sarah Plain/Tall 
 
 

• Pablo’s Nose • One Grain  
      

• I Have Heard  

3.4.4 
Identify themes (main ideas) in a variety of 
reading selections  [3.4]    

 • Stealing Home • Look North • Important Day 
→ → 

3.4.5 
Find figurative language including simile, 
metaphor, and personification in text [3.5] 

• Donavan’s Word 
• Baker’s Neighbor 

• Garden      
• Emperor/Kite 
• Stealing Home 

 • Blue Willow • I Have Heard 
→ 

 
3.4.7 

 

Identify the structures of stories, plays, poetry, 
and non-fiction selections  [3.6] 
 

 • Nights/Pufflings • Pablo’s Nose • Fire! 
• Saguaro Cactus 
• Important Day 

• Fly Traps! 
• I Have Heard → 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
               A shaded box indicates the 12- week period when students should be proficient in and accountable for the designated concept/skill. 
       →    An arrow indicates mastery of the skill/concept which will be maintained through teacher review and guided and independent practice. 
   CPD Literacy Services 8/06 – Working Copy 
    * Please note that many of the standards are multi-layered and include several different skills.  The stories listed may only address a portion of that standard. 
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READ TO COMPREHEND, INTERPRET AND EVALUATE INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
NV Standards Power Standards           First Trimester   Second Trimester Third Trimester 

  6 weeks 12 weeks 18 weeks 24 weeks 30 weeks 36 weeks 

4.4.1 
Use titles, table of contents, chapter headings, 
glossaries, indexes, diagrams and charts to 
comprehend text  [4.1] 

• Amelia/Eleanor • Orangutan 
 

• Look North  
→ 

• The Gold Rush  
→ 

4.4.2 

Identify and compare main ideas and 
important concepts of text  [4.3] 

• Donavan’s Word 
  

• Sarah Plain/Tall 
      

 • One Grain  
• Fire! 
• Saguaro Cactus 

→ 
 
→ 
 

4.4.3 
Develop hypotheses based upon prior 
knowledge and information from text  [4.3] 

  • Cricket in Time 
  

• Red Writing 
• Blue Willow 

• Paul Bunyan 
 

 

4.4.4 
Draw conclusions about text and support them 
with evidence  [4.4] 

• Amelia/Eleanor  
 → 

• Red Writing 
     

 
→ 

 
→ 
 

4.4.6 
Read and follow multi-step directions to 
complete a task  [4.6] 

  • Kids’ Invention 
      

• Fire! • In My Family 
→ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
               A shaded box indicates the 12- week period when students should be proficient in and accountable for the designated concept/skill. 
       →    An arrow indicates mastery of the skill/concept which will be maintained through teacher review and guided and independent practice. 
   CPD Literacy Services 8/06 – Working Copy 
    * Please note that many of the standards are multi-layered and include several different skills.  The stories listed may only address a portion of that standard. 
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WRITING GENRE 
NV Standards Power Standards  First Trimester   Second Trimester Third Trimester 

  6 weeks 12 weeks 18 weeks 24 weeks 30 weeks 36 weeks 
 

5.4.1 
 
 

Write informative papers with a clear focus 
using a variety of sources  [5.2] 
 

   • In My Family 
• Red Writing 
• Saguaro Cactus 

  

5.4.2 
Write well-organized friendly and formal 
letters  [5.3] 

  • Pablo’s Nose  
 → 

 
→ 
 

5.4.4 
 

Write responses to literature, using supporting 
details from the selection  [5.5] 
 

 
 

• Stealing Home • King Adobe 
 → 

• I Have Heard 
 → 

5.4.5 
Write compositions with a main idea and 
supporting details  [5.6] 

 • Nights/Pufflings • Two Lands 
• Kids’ Invention  
 

→ 
• Paul Bunyan 
• Fly Traps! → 

 
 
 

COMPOSITION 
NV Standards       Power Standards                    First Trimester                     Second Trimester Third Trimester 

  6 weeks 12 weeks 18 weeks 24 weeks 30 weeks 36 weeks 
 

6.4.2 
 

Organize ideas through activities that require 
sequencing and classifying skills  [6.4] 

• Lou Gehrig 
• Baker’s Neighbor 

• Garden  
• Sarah Plain/Tall 
• Emperor/Kite 

 • Important Day 
• One Grain  
     

• Fly Traps! 
• Down & Up Fall 

 

6.4.3 

Create one-paragraph composition with main 
idea and supporting details  [6.5] 

• Amelia/Eleanor 
• Baker’s Neighbor 

• Sarah Plain/Tall • Pablo’s Nose 
• Cricket in Time 
• Two Lands 
• King Adobe 

 • Gold Rush  

 

 
               A shaded box indicates the 12- week period when students should be proficient in and accountable for the designated concept/skill. 
       →    An arrow indicates mastery of the skill/concept which will be maintained through teacher review and guided and independent practice. 
   CPD Literacy Services 8/06 – Working Copy 
    * Please note that many of the standards are multi-layered and include several different skills.  The stories listed may only address a portion of that standard. 
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Harcourt Guide for Benchmarks Correlation 
Grade 4 

Language Arts/Reading 
 

CONVENTIONS OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
NV Standards                          Power Standards  First Trimester            Second Trimester   Third Trimester 

  6 weeks 12 weeks 18 weeks 24 weeks 30 weeks 36 weeks 
 

7.4.1 
 

Identify/correctly use pronoun case, 
pronoun/antecedent  
agreement, subject/verb agreement, and verb 
tense.  [7.1] 

                                       • Look North 
• Kids’ Invention  
• Pablo’s Nose 

• Important Day 
• Saguaro Cactus 
• Blue Willow 

• In My Family 

→ 

7.4.2 

Write compound and complex sentences  [7.2] • The Gardener 
• Donavan’s Word  
• Maria Isabel 

• Garden 
• Orangutan 
• Stealing Home 
• Nights/Pufflings 

  
 
→ 
 

 
→ 
 

7.4.3 
Use correct punctuation, compound sentences; 
irregular and plural possessives  [7.5] 
 

 • Nights/Pufflings • Cricket in Time  
       → 

 

 
→ 
 

 
→ 
 

7.4.3 
Punctuate compound sentences and quotation 
marks in direct quote  [7.5] 

  
  

 
→ 
 

 
→ 
 

7.4.3 
Punctuate irregular and plural possessives  
[7.5] 

  • Cricket in Time 
          

 
7.4.4 

 

Use rules of capitalization  [7.7] 
 

   
→ 
 

 
→ 
 

 
→ 
 

 
→ 
 

 
7.4.5 

 
 

Apply high-frequency spelling rules to 
frequently used words  [7.8] 
 
 

• Amelia/Eleanor 
• Baker’s Neighbor 

• Sarah Plain/Tall  
→ 
 

• One Grain 
 

 
→ 
 

 
→ 
 

 
7.4.A1 

 

Identify correct word order in sentences; 
correct run-on sentences  [7.3, 7.4] 
 

     
→ 
 

 
→ 
 

7.4.A2 

Use correct punctuation:  initials and 
abbreviations; city and state; words in a series; 
salutation and close in letters; quotation marks 
in direct quotes; apostrophes in contractions; 
colon between hour and minutes  [7.5] 

  • Two Lands  
    

 
 

→ 
 

• Gold Rush 

→ 
 

 

 
               A shaded box indicates the 12- week period when students should be proficient in and accountable for the designated concept/skill. 
       →    An arrow indicates mastery of the skill/concept which will be maintained through teacher review and guided and independent practice. 
   CPD Literacy Services 8/06 – Working Copy 
    * Please note that many of the standards are multi-layered and include several different skills.  The stories listed may only address a portion of that standard. 
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Grade 4 

Language Arts/Reading 
 
 

LISTENING SKILLS 
NV Standards    Power Standards                 First Trimester   Second Trimester Third Trimester 

  6 weeks 12 weeks 18 weeks 24 weeks 30 weeks 36 weeks 
 

8.4.1 
 

Distinguish fact from opinion using verbal and 
non-verbal cues  [8.1] 

  • Cricket in Time 
• Pablo’s Nose 

 

 
→ 
 

• Paul Bunyan 
• Gold Rush 
 

 
→ 
 

8.4.4 
Follow oral directions to complete a complex 
task  [8.4] 
 

     
→ 
 

 
→ 
 

 
 

SPEAKING SKILLS 
NV Standards       Power Standards                First Trimester   Second Trimester Third Trimester 

  6 weeks 12 weeks 18 weeks 24 weeks 30 weeks 36 weeks 
 

9.4.3 
 

Give organized presentations that demonstrate 
a clear viewpoint  [9.3] 
 

  • Kids’ Invention 
• Cricket in Time 
     

• Saguaro Cactus • Paul Bunyan  
→ 
 

9.4.5 
Give clear and concise directions to complete 
a task  [9.5] 
 

 • Stealing Home  • Blue Willow • In My Family  
→ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               A shaded box indicates the 12- week period when students should be proficient in and accountable for the designated concept/skill. 
       →    An arrow indicates mastery of the skill/concept which will be maintained through teacher review and guided and independent practice. 
   CPD Literacy Services 8/06 – Working Copy 
    * Please note that many of the standards are multi-layered and include several different skills.  The stories listed may only address a portion of that standard. 
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DISCUSSION 
NV Standards    Power Standards                First Trimester                                  Second Trimester Third Trimester 

  6 weeks 12 weeks 18 weeks 24 weeks 30 weeks 36 weeks 
 

10.4.2 
 

Ask and answer questions with relevant details 
to clarify ideas  [10.2] 

• Donavan’s Word 
     

• Down & Up Fall • Two Lands 
 → → → 

10.4.4 
Identify and express opinions and state facts  
[10.4] 

    • Gold Rush 
• Paul Bunyan 

 

 
 

RESEARCH AND STUDY SKILLS 
NV Standards    Power Standards                First Trimester            Second Trimester Third Trimester 

  6 weeks 12 weeks 18 weeks 24 weeks 30 weeks 36 weeks 

11.4.4 
Organize and record information using note-
taking from print and other non-print resources  
[11.4] 

 • Sarah Plain /Tall  • One Grain 
• Fire! 
• Saguaro Cactus 

• In My Family 
• Gold Rush 

 
→ 

 

 
               A shaded box indicates the 12- week period when students should be proficient in and accountable for the designated concept/skill. 
       →    An arrow indicates mastery of the skill/concept which will be maintained through teacher review and guided and independent practice. 
   CPD Literacy Services 8/06 – Working Copy 
    * Please note that many of the standards are multi-layered and include several different skills.  The stories listed may only address a portion of that standard. 
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